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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Let Go and Let God!”        
 

For weeks leading up to Christmas, many of us get caught up in a festive mood. And that’s 
how it should be! We get down our Christmas ornaments, array our houses with bright reds 
and greens, and start playing Christmas albums. The wives are busy shopping, and baking an 
assortment of holiday goodies from old family recipes. Meanwhile, the husbands are 
wondering if they are forever doomed to receive yet another Christmas tie!  
 
Yet, in spite of all of our preparations; regardless of how great our hopes and expectation are, 
Christmas day arrives and then all too soon it’s gone…gone for another year. For some, 
Christmas is just like any other holiday…a day off from work. For others, Christmas leaves a 
bitter aftertaste. Like a child’s toy, promises are broken, memories are fleeting, and hopes and 
dreams are dashed against the rocks shoals of life. Yes, Christmas can be a real “let down.” 
 
But, friends, it doesn’t need to be that way…it shouldn’t be that way! The true meaning of 
Christmas should be expressed throughout the New Year. So what is the true meaning of 
Christmas? It marks a specific time and place in history when “God came to man as the God-
Man!” And why did God come to us like one of us? God desires to fellowship with us. But this 
requires a willing to dialogue by both God and us.  
 
Scripture explains it this way: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” [James 
4:8; Zechariah 1:3; Malachi 3:7]. This tells me that God wants to engage me. So, instead of 
experiencing the Christmas blahs why not: “let go and let God!” Let go of your nagging doubts 
and fears. Or, perhaps a better way of putting it is for you to release your troubled soul. And 
you can do this by starting with “little visits with God”. Talk to him; pray to Him…pray without 
ceasing! The only thing required is for you to be honest; both with yourself and with God. Put 
simply, you converse not so much with words as with the “language of the heart”.  
 
When you begin to converse with God, on a regular basis, you’ll soon discover that Christmas 
comes not just once a year, but with each new day of this new year! Happy New Year 
everyone! God bless you and yours!           
 
Have a care, 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 
 
     For the month of November our unrestricted 
contributions were $34,700.00 and our 
expenses were $23,131.56. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in December were 
$28,004.00 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $185.00 for the month of 
November. This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise.                  

     Your Finance Committee  
 

January Birthdays 
01/01  Nick Snider 
01/02  Hal Delfosse 
01/03  Lori Fawcett 
01/04  Chris Drummond 
01/08  Barbara Penhallow  
01/08  Bettylou Swift  
01/09  Mary Merkel 
01/12  Vicki Johnson 
01/12  Elaine Runkel 
01/15  Jack Gossett 
01/17  Gloria Anderson 
01/19  Dave Cormany 
01/22  Eda Laurion 
01/29  John Winn  
01/30  Ken Fawcett 
01/31  Nan Fraser   
01/31  Bill Shiflet 
Happy Birthday to All! 
 
January Anniversaries 
01/17  Mike & Jan Baldridge 
01/25  Cooper & Sammie McWhirter 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

Attention Singles 
 

Join the New Beginnings, January 26 at noon, 
for a brown bag lunch and Bible Study. Great 
fellowship around the table and food for your 
soul. See you in Fellowship Hall. 
                                                      Pastor Bob    

 
Dryheat Concert 

 
     Mark your calendar for Saturday, January 
30th as the Dryheat Band returns to Grace 
Community Church. Showtime is 7:00 PM. 
     A variety of music will be performed 
including western, folk, bluegrass, older 
popular and gospel including the old standard 
hymns we grew up with. 
     A fun evening for everyone. Invite your 
friends, neighbors and family. Doors will open 
at 6:00 PM. We may start early because it fills 
up quickly and we lock the doors. 
 

Women’s Ministry Luncheon 
 
     Ladies, we are continuing our "Getting To 
Know You Series'' with ladies of Grace sharing 
information about themselves. Too often we 
are not aware of the extremely interesting lives 
and careers of our own members.   
     So, Ladies, please mark your calendars for 
our Luncheon/Program Thursday, January 14, 
2016 at 11:30. We are so very pleased to have 
our own Barbara Penhallow (also known as 
Miss Sunshine) as our featured guest speaker.  
Also, Ladies, our lunch will be catered by Chef 
Peter of the Links Restaurant.   
     Watch for the sign-up sheet in the 
Resource Room and please feel free to invite 
your friends to join us. We are anxiously 
looking forward to hearing from our very own 
Grace Family members.  
 

Things to Ponder 
 

• Remember the three R’s: 
 Respect for self, Respect for others and 
 Responsibility for all your actions. 
• Every minute spent angry is sixty 

seconds of happiness wasted. 
• We secure friends, not by accepting 

favors, but by doing them 
• Give people more than they expect and 

do it cheerfully. 
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